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POLITICAL ACTIVITY

1881-1885

GENEBAL WEAVER'S term in Congress and his
candidacy for the Presidency in 1880 made him
the leading exponent of Greenback principles
in the United States. His well-known ability as
a speaker and campaigner resulted in frequent
demands for his services in different parts of
the country. The months immediately follow-
ing his retirement from Congress in 1881 were
devoted to a campaign of education in the inter-
ests of the Greenback party. Late in September
he declared that since April he had spoken
nightly to audiences of from two to ten thou-
sand; and a month later he stated that since
March he had delivered one hundred forty-nine
speeches,in thirteen States from Massachusetts
to Kansas.153

In June he spent over a week in Massachu-
setts, speaking in Boston, Beading, Lawrence,
Newburyport, Danvers, Marblehead, Lynn, and
Springfield. The tour was arranged by the
State central committee of the National party,
which tendered General Weaver a reception
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